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In	  its	  UPR	  report,	  the	  Nigerian	  delegation	  attempted	  to	  justify	  denying	  equality	  for	  homosexuals	  on	  the	  
grounds	  that	  “all	  attempts	  to	  integrate	  sexual	  orientation	  into	  existing	  universally	  recognized	  human	  
rights	  had	  so	  far	  failed’1	  and	  that	  ‘national	  and	  cultural	  values”2	  prevented	  it	  from	  accepting	  related	  
recommendations.	  	  
	  
However,	  no	  further	  ‘integration’	  is	  necessary;	  anti-‐homosexuality	  legislation	  is	  simply	  unacceptable	  
under	  existing	  international	  human	  rights	  law3.	  This	  has	  been	  reiterated	  by	  the	  Secretary	  General4,	  and	  by	  
the	  High	  Commissioner	  who	  affirmed	  that	  “the	  principle	  of	  universality	  admits	  no	  exception”5.	  	  
	  
Moreover,	  since	  when	  have	  national	  and	  cultural	  values	  been	  accepted	  by	  this	  Council	  as	  taking	  
precedence	  over	  the	  universality	  of	  human	  rights?	  To	  cite	  popular	  support	  for	  anti-‐homosexuality	  
legislation	  is	  irrelevant	  as	  it	  is	  the	  State’s	  role	  as	  human	  rights	  guarantor	  to	  protect	  equality	  “without	  
distinction	  of	  any	  kind”6.	  
	  
It	  is	  deplorable	  that	  Nigeria	  not	  only	  fails	  to	  address	  rampant	  homophobia,	  but	  also	  enshrines	  it	  in	  
domestic	  law7.	  	  
	  
Nigeria	  claimed	  that,	  “there	  was	  no	  policy	  or	  practice	  of	  witch-‐hunting	  people	  on	  the	  basis	  of	  their	  sexual	  
orientation”8.	  That	  is	  semantics:	  the	  Chairman	  of	  Bauchi	  state	  Shariah	  Commission	  reportedly	  said	  that	  
they	  are	  “on	  the	  hunt”9	  for	  homosexuals,	  while	  the	  deputy	  head	  of	  the	  Hisbah	  in	  Kano	  state	  declared	  that	  
they	  will	  “wage	  serious	  war”10	  against	  them.	  
	  
For	  more	  information	  regarding	  equality	  for	  homosexuals	  and	  its	  place	  in	  international	  human	  rights	  
legislation,	  may	  we	  direct	  the	  Nigerian	  delegation	  to	  the	  OHCHR’s	  ‘Born	  Free	  and	  Equal’11	  guidebook.	  	  
	  
We	  implore	  the	  Nigeria	  to	  honour	  its	  membership	  to	  this	  Council	  and	  to	  the	  latter’s	  founding	  principle	  by	  
accepting	  and	  implementing	  UPR	  recommendations	  138.1-‐138.10	  such	  that	  equality	  may	  be	  enjoyed	  by	  
all	  Nigerians,	  without	  discrimination.	  
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